
Bitter Ruin  
Ruth 1:1-2:23  

Aim : To teach that we can trust God to keep his promise to 

bless his people, whoever they are and however small their 

faith, in every situation.  



Series intro 

https://youtu.be/jO5nmHZ-HUc



Game… 
sorted 

Today’s true story from the Bible is about two 

women who were very different to each other – 

they were born in different countries, they 

looked different and they were part of different 

nations, but they had one thing in common. 



Read



















































THE STORY OF RUTH – PART 1 Ruth chapter 1 

 

 

The images in this Bible story can be downloaded absolutely free 
from www.freebibleimages.org in PowerPoint, Keynote, JPEG or 
PDF formats. This Story Planner shows what is happening in each 
scene. Read the account from the Bible and then plan how you will 
tell the story. There is a space for your notes. You can delete any 
images/slides you don’t require and add your own as needed.  

 Description Image My Notes 

 Ruth chapter 1 

 

  

1 Elimelek and his wife 
Naomi had two sons, 
Mahlon and Kilion, and 
lived in the town of 
Bethlehem in Judah. When 
the area was hit with 
famine they decided to 
leave to find food. 

 

 

2 They travelled to the 
nearby land of Moab and 
settled there to live. The 
Moabite people did not 
worship God but their own 
idols. 

 

 

3 Some time later Elimelek 
died. The two sons grew 
up and married local 
Moabite women, Ruth and 
Orpah.  

 

 



4 Sadly tragedy struck again. 
Ten years after the two 
sons had settled in Moab 
Mahlon and Kilion both 
died.It left three widows, 
Naomi and her two young 
Moabite daughter-in-laws, 
Ruth and Orpah. 

 

 

5 When Naomi heard that 
the Lord had provided food 
for the people back in 
Bethlehem she decided to 
return. The three widows 
packed up their 
belongings. 

 

 

6 Naomi then told her two 
daughter-in-laws, ‘Go back 
to your own mothers’ 
homes. May the Lord show 
you the same kindness 
you have show to your 
dead husbands and to me. 
May God help you find 
new husbands.’ 

 

 

7 Naomi kissed them both 
goodbye and they wept 
aloud. ‘We will go back 
with you to your people,’ 
they replied. 
‘No you must return home,’ 
Naomi insisted. ‘You can 
marry again.’ Naomi felt 
embittered and that God 
was against her. 

 

 

8 Orpah and Ruth wept 
again. Orpah kissed Naomi 
goodbye and returned 
home to her mother’s 
house. Ruth however 
clung hold of Naomi and 
would not let go. 

 

 



4 Sadly tragedy struck again. 
Ten years after the two 
sons had settled in Moab 
Mahlon and Kilion both 
died.It left three widows, 
Naomi and her two young 
Moabite daughter-in-laws, 
Ruth and Orpah. 

 

 

5 When Naomi heard that 
the Lord had provided food 
for the people back in 
Bethlehem she decided to 
return. The three widows 
packed up their 
belongings. 

 

 

6 Naomi then told her two 
daughter-in-laws, ‘Go back 
to your own mothers’ 
homes. May the Lord show 
you the same kindness 
you have show to your 
dead husbands and to me. 
May God help you find 
new husbands.’ 

 

 

7 Naomi kissed them both 
goodbye and they wept 
aloud. ‘We will go back 
with you to your people,’ 
they replied. 
‘No you must return home,’ 
Naomi insisted. ‘You can 
marry again.’ Naomi felt 
embittered and that God 
was against her. 

 

 

8 Orpah and Ruth wept 
again. Orpah kissed Naomi 
goodbye and returned 
home to her mother’s 
house. Ruth however 
clung hold of Naomi and 
would not let go. 

 

 

9 ‘Orpah has returned to her 
people and their gods,’ 
said Naomi. ‘Go back with 
her.’ 

 

 

10 ‘Don’t urge me to leave 
you,’ Ruth replied. ‘Where 
you go I will go, where you 
stay I will stay. Your 
people will be my people 
and your God will be my 
God. Where you die I will 
die.’ 
 

 

 

11 When Naomi realised that 
Ruth was determined to 
stay with her they both set 
off on the road to 
Bethlehem. 

 

 

12 They arrived back in 
Bethlehem just as the 
barley harvest was 
beginning. Their arrival 
caused quite a stir. 
Naomi’s grief and suffering 
had changed her 
appearance so much that 
many did not recognise 
her. ‘Can this be Naomi?’ 
people asked.  

 

13 ‘Don’t call me Naomi,’ she 
insisted. ‘Call me Mara 
(which means bitter) 
because God has made 
my life bitter. I went away 
full but the Lord has 
brought me back empty. 
The Lord has brought 
misfortune on me.’ 

 

 



9 ‘Orpah has returned to her 
people and their gods,’ 
said Naomi. ‘Go back with 
her.’ 

 

 

10 ‘Don’t urge me to leave 
you,’ Ruth replied. ‘Where 
you go I will go, where you 
stay I will stay. Your 
people will be my people 
and your God will be my 
God. Where you die I will 
die.’ 
 

 

 

11 When Naomi realised that 
Ruth was determined to 
stay with her they both set 
off on the road to 
Bethlehem. 

 

 

12 They arrived back in 
Bethlehem just as the 
barley harvest was 
beginning. Their arrival 
caused quite a stir. 
Naomi’s grief and suffering 
had changed her 
appearance so much that 
many did not recognise 
her. ‘Can this be Naomi?’ 
people asked.  

 

13 ‘Don’t call me Naomi,’ she 
insisted. ‘Call me Mara 
(which means bitter) 
because God has made 
my life bitter. I went away 
full but the Lord has 
brought me back empty. 
The Lord has brought 
misfortune on me.’ 

 

 



THE STORY OF RUTH – PART 2 Ruth chapter 2 

 

 

The images in this Bible story can be downloaded absolutely free 
from www.freebibleimages.org in PowerPoint, Keynote, JPEG or 
PDF formats. This Story Planner shows what is happening in each 
scene. Read the account from the Bible and then plan how you will 
tell the story. There is a space for your notes. You can delete any 
images/slides you don’t require and add your own as needed.  

 Description Image My Notes 

 Ruth chapter 2 

 

  

1 After Naomi and Ruth 
arrive in Bethlehem they 
needed food. ‘Let me go 
into the barley fields to pick 
up the leftover grain.’ 
The poor were allowed to 
pick up grain that the 
harvesters had left on the 
ground. 
‘Go ahead, my daughter,’ 
Naomi replied.  

 

2 Ruth went into the fields 
belonging to Boaz. Boaz 
was a relative of Noami’s 
dead husband Elimelek. 
Later Boaz arrived and 
greeted the harvesters. 
‘The Lord be with you.’ 
The harvesters replied, 
‘The Lord bless you.’ 
 

 

 

3 Boaz noticed Ruth 
collecting grain with the 
poor. ‘Who is that woman?’ 
he asked the man in 
charge of the harvesting. 
‘She is the Moabite who 
returned with Naomi,’ he 
answered. ‘She asked 
permission to pick up grain 
and has been working 
hard.’ 
 

 

 



4 Boaz went across to Ruth. 
‘Stay in these fields with 
the women who work for 
me,’ Boaz told her. ‘I have 
told the men not to lay a 
hand on you. When you 
get thirsty help yourself to 
the water jars the men 
have filled.’ 

 

 

5 Ruth bowed down before 
Boaz. ‘Why are you 
treating a foreigner so 
kindly?’ she asked. 

 

 

6 ‘I have been told how you 
have cared for Naomi,’ 
Boaz answered. ‘May God, 
under whose wings you 
have taken refuge, richly 
reward you.’ 
‘Even though I am lower 
than one of your servants 
you have spoken kindly to 
me and put me at my 
ease,’ Ruth responded.   

 

7 At mealtime Boaz invited 
her to eat with the other 
harvesters. ‘Have some 
bread and dip it in the wine 
vinegar,’ he said. He 
offered her roasted grain. 
Ruth ate all she wanted. 

 

 

8 When Ruth got up to 
continue working Boaz 
gave secret orders to his 
men. ‘Let her gather 
among the sheaves 
without telling her off. Even 
pull out some stalks from 
the bundles and drop them 
for her to gather.’ 
Ruth busily gathered grain 
until the evening.  

 



4 Boaz went across to Ruth. 
‘Stay in these fields with 
the women who work for 
me,’ Boaz told her. ‘I have 
told the men not to lay a 
hand on you. When you 
get thirsty help yourself to 
the water jars the men 
have filled.’ 

 

 

5 Ruth bowed down before 
Boaz. ‘Why are you 
treating a foreigner so 
kindly?’ she asked. 

 

 

6 ‘I have been told how you 
have cared for Naomi,’ 
Boaz answered. ‘May God, 
under whose wings you 
have taken refuge, richly 
reward you.’ 
‘Even though I am lower 
than one of your servants 
you have spoken kindly to 
me and put me at my 
ease,’ Ruth responded.   

 

7 At mealtime Boaz invited 
her to eat with the other 
harvesters. ‘Have some 
bread and dip it in the wine 
vinegar,’ he said. He 
offered her roasted grain. 
Ruth ate all she wanted. 

 

 

8 When Ruth got up to 
continue working Boaz 
gave secret orders to his 
men. ‘Let her gather 
among the sheaves 
without telling her off. Even 
pull out some stalks from 
the bundles and drop them 
for her to gather.’ 
Ruth busily gathered grain 
until the evening.  

 



9 Ruth threshed the barley 
she had gathered and took 
it home to Naomi. It was a 
large amount, about 30 
pounds (13 kilograms). 
She also brought Naomi 
the food leftover from the 
meal she had with Boaz 
and the harvesters. 

 

 

10 ‘Where did you gather 
grain today?’ Naomi 
asked. ‘Who is the man 
who has been kind to 
you?’ 
‘Boaz, Ruth replied. 
‘The Lord bless him,’ said 
Naomi. ‘He is a close 
relative we know as a 
guardian-redeemer. He 
has an obligation to look 
after a relative who is in 
need.’ 

 

 

11 From that point on Ruth 
continued gathering grain 
in the fields belonging to 
Boaz. She stayed close to 
the other women gathering 
grain knowing she would 
be safe. She worked hard 
in the barley harvest and 
then in the wheat harvest 
that followed making sure 
that Naomi had enough 
food to eat. 

 

 

12  

 

 

    

 

HOW DID YOU GET ON?  
Your feedback is vital and helps improve the quality of our images 
and service. Please spare a minute to visit 
www.freebibleimages.org/contact/feedback/ 
and fill out our online evaluation form. 
 



Watch 
https://youtu.be/irThVpdeSXk



Game… 
Misfits 

On the next 2 slides there are 2 columns of 

animals - can you match up the unlikely animal 

adoptions? 

Check yourself on the 3rd slide









Talk about how strange these examples are and what made them 

so unusual.  

Is there anything that they all had in common? Today’s true 

story from the Bible is about two women who were very 

different to each other – they were born in different countries, 

they looked different and they were part of different nations, 

but they had one thing in common. 

• Who were the two women? [Ruth and Naomi (1:22)] 

• What was different about them? [Ruth was a Moabitess, but 

Naomi was from Israel (1:2, 22)] 

•  What did they have in common? [They both trusted in God 

(1:16)] 



sing 
https://youtu.be/NuA1C-iCS_w



What do 
we learn 

https://youtu.be/cZI_GMIANhY



Game - Popquiz 
1.What was the name of Naomi’s husband? [Elimelech]  

2.What were her two sons called? [Mahlon and Kilion]  

3.Where does this story start? [Bethlehem]  

4.Where did they move to? [Moab]  

5.Why did they move there? [There was a famine in Israel/Elimelech 

didn’t trust God]  

6.Who did the two sons marry? [Orpah and Ruth]  

7.Whichdaughter-in-lawstayedinMoab?[Orpah]  

8.Whose field did Ruth go to to gather food? [Boaz's]  

9.Whatdidshegatherfromthefield?[Grain/barley]  

10.What did Naomi call Boaz? [Kinsman-redeemer/guardian-redeemer]



Memory verse 11
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Activity
For 3-7s – choose either Activity A (page 
16) or Activity B (pages 17 and 18).

Activity A – Print page 16 onto paper for each 
child. Each child will also require three cotton wool 
buds with one end cut off each of them.

Before the lesson paint all the cotton wool buds 
yellow and use a craft blade to carefully cut the 
twelve slots in the bunches of barley and in front of 
Ruth as marked.

The children colour in the pictures. Help them to fold 
the	page	horizontally	first	then	vertically	to	create	a	
card with Naomi and Ruth leaving for Bethlehem on 
the outside. Help them to weave each cotton wool 
bud (stalk of barley) into the top slot and out the 
bottom on Boaz's side of the page.

The children can then transfer the 'barley stalks' from 
Boaz's	field	into	Ruth's	bunch.	Remind	the	children	
that Boaz was very kind to Ruth and Naomi by letting 
Ruth gather as much food as she needed. Who 
helped	Ruth	to	find	Boaz's	field?	What	was	special	
about Boaz? Remind them that God was the one 
helping Ruth and Naomi.

Activity B – Print pages 17 and 18 onto paper 
for each child.
Before the lesson use a craft blade to cut away all 
the grey blocks then cut along the lines to produce 
eight A6-sized pieces of paper (these are numbered 
from 1 to 8 in the bottom right corner).
The children colour in the characters and stack the 
pages in order from 1 to 8.
Help them the staple the pages together at the top 
as marked and show them how to retell the story by 
flipping	one	page	up	at	a	time.
Are they able to tell the story to each other using 
their books? Remind the children that Ruth followed 
Naomi because she trusted God.
For 7-11s – print either Activity Sheet C (page 19) 
or Activity Sheet D (page 20) onto paper for each 
child. Choose whichever is appropriate for your 
children and use it to reinforce the lesson or as a 
discussion starter.

Memory Verse
But Ruth replied, ‘Don’t urge me to leave 
you or to turn back from you. Where 

you go I will go, and where you stay I will stay. Your 
people will be my people and your God my God. 
Ruth 1:16 [NIV]

Jesus? Encourage them to write down the promise  
on the back of the bread then pray that God would 
help them to keep believing that promise and trusting 
him even when it’s hard to do so.

https://youtu.be/cYkiZ5-X7X4



congrats 
Anna, Sarah & Olivia lumby 

kayleigh, layla & page Cronje 

keira, Ethan & Tyler palacio 

On taking part in the memory verse challenge and 
winning a crispy creme…they are on there way 
Hoping to have more join us for the challenges 

ahead



Watch 
https://youtu.be/5Kt0geKYNs4



Think 
19
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Ruth – Week 1 
Activity C

What journey did Elimelech take his family on? (1:1-2)

 From B __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ to M __ __ __

Why did he leave Israel? (1:1) Tick the correct answer.

 He wanted to find wives for his sons He didn't want to live in God's land

 He liked Moab better He was looking for food

What happened while they were in Moab? (1:3-5)

•	Elimelech d __ __ __ .

•	His sons m __ __ __ __ __ __ women from M __ __ __ .

•	His sons also d __ __ __ .

Bitter Ruin
The true story can be found in Ruth 1:1-2:23

Who was Elimelech trusting to 
look after his family? What should 
he have done instead?

Who trusted God most in this story – Elimelech, Naomi or Ruth? 
Why is this so surprising?

What did Ruth have to give up to go back to Israel with Naomi?

How did God keep his promises to Ruth and Naomi?

When do you find it hardest to trust God? How can this 
encourage you to trust God in all situations?

Why did Naomi return to Israel? (1:6)

 She heard that God had p __ __ __ __ __ __ __ food for his p __ __ __ __ __ .

Who went with her? (1:16-18)  ___________________

How did God look after them? (2:3, 8-10, 20) Cross out the wrong words.

 Ruth happened to sleep / glean in Boaz's field / farm and he showed kindness to them.



Pray Dear Lord Jesus 

We thank you so much that we have your words 
written down for us in the Bible. Would you help us to 
love our bibles, to read them daily and to put what we 
read into practice in our lives.  
We thank you for this story of Ruth and we ask that 
you would help us to trust in you. We thank you that 
you are a God who provides for our needs and who 
cares for us. We thank you today especially for 
sending Jesus as our rescuer. 
Please help us as we live this week to be different 
because of what we have learnt today. Help us not to 
worry, but rather to trust in you, our Promise Keeping 
God and Father. 
Amen 


